
Tick Talk - Chapter #33 N.A.W.C.C. 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE TORONTO CHAPTER OF NAWCC 

MEETINGS ARE AT The Best Western Premier Hotel Toronto Airport. 
135 Carlingview Dr, Etobicoke  

 
 

  
1 | P a g e  
 

 
President’s Message  

 

 

 

 

 

Hi folks 

I hope that you and your families are well and 

unaffected by the illness that is causing so 

much trouble worldwide. 

 

 It is hard to write this message in this time of 

uncertainty. The last several months have 

certainly changed everything in our lives. We 

have had to cancel both the March meeting 

and the May Invitational. In addition, the 

National Convention and many Regional 

meetings have been cancelled. We learned 

just a short while ago, the Eastern States 

Regional in August has been canceled. 

 

These are indeed strange and challenging 

times. We miss the opportunities to come 

together and enjoy the comradery and sharing 

our passion for all things horological. 

 

Many Chapters are offering virtual programs 

and workshops for their members and we may 

do this as well.  If you have an idea for a 

program that we could do on-line, please let 

me know.  

 

In response to our request for updates about 

how you are using the time to keep up with 

your horological interests, Ray Dennis, Bob 

Pritzker and myself have made submissions 

and we are pleased to present them in this 

issue of the Tick Talk.  It would seem as if it 

may be quite a while before we can meet in 

person again.  Please keep the Chapter in 

mind as we could use more stories of how you 

are occupying your time with your clock and 

watch activities for future issues. 

  

As events unfold, we will be able to make more 

informed decisions as to when we can next 

meet.  We have decided to keep the remaining 

meeting dates for the time being, and we will 

let you know as soon as we can about these 

dates.  I look forward to getting together as 

soon as we can. 

  

Until then, let’s follow the protocols and stay 

well. 

  

Ben 
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2020 Chapter 33 
Meeting dates

 

 September 20th 
October 25th 

November 29th 
 
 

Meetings begin at 8:00am 
BEST WESTERN PREMIER HOTEL 

135 Carlingview Dr, Etobicoke, ON  
M9W 5E7 (416) 637-7000. 

Contact Us at:  Chapter33toronto@gmail.com 
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An English Bracket Clock 
Restoration  

Ray Dennis 

 

Some of our members may recognize this 

clock. According to the seller it had been to a 

number of Chapter 33 meetings but never 

found a buyer.  

Always looking for a fixer upper, the Georgian 

style and proportions of the case caught my 

attention as well as the position of the winding 

holes on the dial indicating it was probably a 

double fusee movement.  

The finely engraved back plate of the 

movement with the makers name also added 

to its appeal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I proceeded to examine the clock when I 

arrived home and looked up the maker's name 

in Baille's . "G. R Taylor  Sunderland " listed as 

active 1820 which fit perfectly with the period of 

the clock. On to the name on the dial,  "Evans 

Welshpool " which got me wondering.  

Turns out he was also listed in Baille's at the 

same period. It was not uncommon at the time 

for one maker to purchase readymade clocks 

from another and put their name on the dial.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The movement is double fusee, bell strike, five 

pillar, but having two unusual features. Rather 

than the usual anchor recoil escapement found 

on most bracket clocks, this one had a very 

finely made Graham Dead beat escapement, 

mounted on a sub bridge inside the plates. As 

well it was friction fitted to the arbour to make 

beat adjustment easier. There is also a 

strike/silent lever on the right side of the case. 

All signs of better than average quality.  
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At first, I had some doubts as to whether the 

movement and case had been married 

together in the past, but everything lined up 

well inside. A previous "hack" had drilled and 

tapped holes through the engraved back plate 

and used two small brass strips to hold the 

movement to the lower seat board.  

Normally the heavy bracket movements are 

held in the case using brass corner braces 

which screw to the movement plates and the 

side of the case. 

I noticed the movement had two blank holes at 

the top of the back plates which 

corresponded to blank holes in each side of the 

case. I can only assume that sometime in the 

past, the brass bracket pieces had been lost 

and the two brass straps where installed to 

hold the movement in place. A long, threaded 

steel rod also came in from the bottom of the 

case, screwed into the 5th pillar between the 

two barrels. This rod appears to be original. 

The hands were bad replacements having 

been originally longer fusee dial clock hands 

which had been cut and overlapped and 

soldered to make them fit. Sort of fits in with 

the drilled tapped screw holes in the engraved 

backplate.  

I purchased a pair of laser cut hands from the 

UK and proceeded to file them to fit and blued 

afterward.  

I have no idea about the brown wood of the 

case. It looked like it had been badly stripped 

of whatever finish had been there and left that 

way. Someone's attempt at trying to make it 

brown which is the more popular colour these 

days. 

 

More than likely the same hole driller, hand 

maker.! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wood did not display any remarkable 

graining of any sort and the area behind the 

door seemed to suggest that the case could 

have been originally ebonized.  

Not shown in the " before " pictures are the 

brass acorn finials screwed in to the top of the 

case. I filled the holes left by these pieces and 

repaired a couple of other missing pieces of 

wood and decided ebonizing would be the best 

solution. 

All brass fittings were removed, and polished 

and lacquered and new silk fitted behind the 

grill work. 

The whole front of the clock forms it's front 

door. There were two empty corner grooves on 

each side of the wood door which originally 

had brass rod. Holes at the top and bottom of 

these grooves showed where the rod would 

have been nailed in place. 
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The dial unfortunately will not let go of its 

embedded dirt. I am not sure what sort of paint 

was used here but, it is very rough and very 

poorly painted compared to the quality of the 

rest of the clock.  

 

 

 

 

There is still work to be done. Fitting new brass 

movement braces as well as door keys. 

Cleaning the white bone escutcheon on the 

front door.  

Also, there would have been a pendulum tie 

down but only a couple of empty holes in the 

plates left there now. 

All in all, a very interesting and rewarding 

project to work on.  
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Travels of a Long Case Clock 

Bob Pritzker 

On Saturday August 17, 1940, the Canadian 

Pacific Passenger Liner “Duchess of Atholl” left 

the port of Southampton. It was bound for 

Montreal through the U-boat infested North 

Atlantic Ocean.  Aboard the ship were two 

teenage girls returning to their home in 

Shanghai, China by way of Canada.  They had 

been left in the care of relations in Swansea, 

Wales for two years as their parents felt 

conditions in Shanghai were too dangerous for 

their children.  As the war clouds in Britain 

darkened in the summer of 1940, the parents 

felt that it was safer for the girls to return home. 

One cherished possession in that home in 

Shanghai was a tall case clock.  The parents 

had brought the clock with them when they 

settled in China as missionaries in the early 

1920’s.  That clock was passed down in the 

family for several generations until it became 

the property of Deborah Kerridge.  Sadly, 

Deborah passed away in the fall of 2019 but 

before she succumbed to her fatal illness, she 

told me what she knew about the clock. As a 

result of our discussions, Deborah made it 

known that I should receive the clock on her 

death.  In early January I received word that 

the folks in charge of resolving the estate 

wished me to come and get the clock. 

The case appears to be made from English 

Oak and has matching inlays in the door and 

base.  The movement is a time and strike of 

typical English style and the white dial with 

hunting scenes in the arch and corners is 

consistent with a manufacture in the 1860’s or 

1870’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tick Talk - Chapter #33 N.A.W.C.C. 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE TORONTO CHAPTER OF NAWCC 

MEETING ARE AT The Best Western Premier Hotel Toronto Airport. 
135 Carlingview Dr, Etobicoke  

 

7 | P a g e  
 

 

I have been unable to find a marking on either 

the dial plate or the movement to indicate the 

name of the maker.  The dial is marked 

“Furtwengler, Llanelli”.  It is possible that 

Furtwengler made the movement, but it is 

equally possible that it was produced by any 

number of English makers.  Certainly, 

references indicate that it was common for 

clockmakers in Wales to purchase dials and 

movements from Birmingham sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other than the name on the dial, the only other 

marking I could make out was an inscription 

the clock case: 

 

 

 

 

 

To my eyes, the inscription reads “Wm. Knight 

July 13, 1896”. 

 

According to Deborah: 

 “There were 5 clocks made for the 5 sons of 

the family to be passed to the first grandchild 

on their 21st birthday.   Mine came through my 

Welsh grandparents Annie Maude Harris (born 

Sept 13, 1895 Tylerstown, Rhondda, Wales) 

and Owen Gwen Richard Beynon (March 24, 

1895 Bynea, S. Wales) … on my 

grandmother’s side.” 

While “sheltering at home” I have been able to 

do considerable research on both the family 

and the clock and the story is one that is 

remarkable.  Because, until now, it has been in 

the possession of one family the provenance of 

the clock has been assured.  Tracing 

Deborah’s family history and the history of 

Furtwengler and others has enabled me to 

come upon many snippets like the one that I 

have related at the start.  The clock has truly 

“been through the wars” and I am privileged to 

be its current caretaker.  

In order to determine more accurately the 

provenance of the clock, I began with the 

information that Deborah had discussed with 

me.  She told me briefly about her 

grandparents – Owen and Annie Maude 

Beynon.  Owen went to China as a 

Pharmacist/Radiographer in 1921.  I surmised 

that he went as a missionary and looked up 

missionary societies on the internet.  I was very 

fortunate in being able to find a reference on 

the “Net” to an archive in London with a record 

of Owen and Annie Beynon.  By contacting the 

archivist through e-mail, I learned that Owen 

had been sent to China through the London 

Missionary Society and that he had been  
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supported by the Herman Baptist Church in 

Tylorstown, Wales.  This was consistent with 

information that Deborah had provided.  

One would think this would be sufficient to 

determine the history of the clock but there 

were several problems.  First, the name Annie 

Harris is extremely common in Wales and the 

birth records from that era are kept in the 

National Archives in England indexed by 

quarter years.  Accessing the birth records 

alone was going to be very expensive to 

determine which Annie Harris was the correct 

one and who her parents were.  Fortunately, 

Ancestry.com and FindMyPast.com offered 

free trials of their Internet sites.  Through their 

material, I was able to find what I believe to be 

the complete history of the family (from the 

time of possession of the clock) as well as the 

story of Sebastian Furtwengler, the 

clockmaker. 

The genealogical websites enabled me to 

determine that there was a William Knight 

(1841 – 1891) who was a clockmaker in 

Llantrisant, Wales.  Llantrisant is a community 

about 10 km South of Tylorstown. 

From my researches, it would appear that 

Deborah’s great grandfather, Herbert Harris 

was born in 1848.  He was one of five sons 

(there was also a daughter) born to William 

Harris of Llandarog, Wales.  Llandarog is a 

community about 20 Km. North of Llanelli.  

From the census data, William Harris was a 

miller.  This was an occupation that may have 

provided sufficient income that would allow the 

establishment of a dowry for the daughter as 

well as the purchase of a clock for each of the 

sons.  I believe that the clock was given to 

Herbert either on his 21st birthday or, more 

likely, on his marriage in 1873. Although Annie  

 

Maud (Deborah’s grandmother) was not the 

first grandchild born, it is my contention that 

when Annie Maud married Owen Beynon in 

1916, they resided with her parents.  In 1919 

Owen, alone, left to set up the arrangements 

for he and his wife in Shanghai and he 

returned, with his wife in 1921 and began their 

residence there.  As the clock went with them 

to Shanghai, I believe that it was a gift to the 

couple with the admonition that it should be 

given to their first grandchild (Deborah). 

The couple had their first child, Mfanwy (1925 

– 2009), Deborah’s mother while in Shanghai.  

Mfanwy’s sister, Joan, was born while Owen 

and Annie Maud were on leave in Wales in 

1927. 

For the girls, returning to Shanghai was like 

going from the frying pan into the fire.  The 

Japanese had invaded Shanghai in the early 

1930’ but had left the International Sector 

alone.  A week before the girls were to depart 

from England, the British Government, 

unbeknownst to the Beynon’s, had withdrawn 

their troops (at the request of the Japanese) 

from Shanghai.  In January 1942, after the 

bombing of Pearl Harbour and the capture of 

Hong Kong the previous month, the Japanese 

took over the International Sector in Shanghai.  

A year later, the Beynon family were 

incarcerated in a Japanese prison camp in 

Yangchow.  They were forced to abandon their 

home and all their possessions (including the 

clock) and remained in the camp for 2 ½ years.  

When the war was over the Beynon family 

returned to the U.K. with only their lives and 

clothes on their backs.  The story of the 

repatriation of the clock is another tale and 

must wait for another time.  
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Glass Replacement For  a Brass 
Bezel 

Ben Orszulak 

I want to start with saying that to protect dials 

and hands, clock makers sold them 

fitted with glass domes, metal/wood cases, or 

simply with a bezel and glass. 

Unfortunately, in the real world nothing lasts 

forever. Sometimes glass gets broken through 

accidents or by mishandling of the clock. 

Recently a member asked me to help with the 

restoration of a French mantle clock by fitting 

the brass bezel with replacement glass. This 

article describes how I accomplished this using 

the heat expansion method. 

Glass panels used in the brass bezels usually 

are fitted by applying heat expansion method. 

Some were flat and others convex with or 

without a beveled edge. I believe that by 

introducing beveled glass, makers added extra 

dimensions to the beauty and value of a clock. 

The heat expansion method takes advantage 

of the behavior of brass to expand when 

exposed to heat. Heat is applied in order to 

increase the circumference of the bezel and 

accept the new glass and then decrease in 

circumference to hold the glass snugly in place 

when the brass cools again. This method 

requires the brass to be heated to 

approximately 300-degrees Fahrenheit.  

When heated, the expanded diameter of the 

bezel makes it easy to insert your finished 

glass into the groove that will hold the glass in 

place without damaging the glass. 

 

 

Shrinking starts as cooling begins. As this 

happens, the bezel is wrapping the outside 

edge of your glass and pulling it into the groove 

of the bezel. 

This process results in the glass being firmly 

wrapped in the bezel.   

I would like to share with you now, the details 

of how I approach the replacement of broken 

or missing glass in a brass bezel using the 

heat expansion method. 

Brass, with its inherent high coefficient 

expansion is a great choice for this 

application.  

To make it sweet and short and less boring, I 

will explain the process in three basic steps. 

STEP 1 

Preparing the Bezel (photo below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I take extra time to examine the bezel for any 

visual damage, mainly inside the groove 

where I have to fit my new glass. 

Any dents, high spots or burrs are not 

acceptable and must be removed from both 

inside surfaces using triangle curved small files 

and/or scrapers and sand paper to acquire 

smooth surface. 
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From my own previous experience, I know that 

almost all bezels display some damage and 

out of roundness conditions. The roundness 

must be brought back to acceptable conditions 

(somewhere within .020" roundness). This is 

easily achieved due to the mailable nature of 

the brass. 

Next, I check the inside diameter of the bezel 

opening to be used to establish the diameter of 

the glass when we cut the glass.  

To help establish the inside diameter the chart 

is used to help measure the average opening 

diameter. The chart (photo below) is an aid to 

guide taking measurements in 4 places to then 

take an average.  

This is important because it will help us to 

determine our final glass size OD (Outside 

Diameter). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP 2 

Preparing the glass 

In this example I'm using a convex shaped 

glass.  

Knowing the average inside diameter of the 

opening in the bezel we can calculate the final 

outside diameter of the glass. 

 

 

 

We simply add .100"   to the diameter of the 

opening of the bezel and transfer this diameter 

onto the inside glass surface using a fine 

magic marker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using hand held glass cutter, I scribe a score 

line along the marker line and easily break off 

access of the glass around the outer edge. 

Please note that glass cutting on the convex 

glass must be done on concave side of the 

glass. 

Next, we need to grind OD of the glass to the 

final size. 

In my case I'm using a homemade, slow 

speed, (300rpm) horizontal glass grinder. 

The actual grinding is done using four different 

grits (300, 600,1200 and 1800) diamond 

impregnated flat disks. 

Whole process of the grinding and beveling is 

performed while the glass is being held by 

hand during the operation.  

This is a time-consuming process due to the 

fact that excess glass is being removed by 

friction while water is being used to keep it 

cool.  
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Diameter and bevel on of the glass are 

completed, sharp edges are removed, and the 

bevel is given a final polish.  

Please note the final outside diameter of the 

glass should be about .040 " larger than 

average inside opening diameter of the bezel 

established in part 1. 

     

STEP 3 

Fitting the glass into the bezel. 

This part of the process is all done on the hot 

plate. 

Start by placing the bezel right on the plate and 

crank the heat up to approximately 300 

degrees Fahrenheit. 

As the bezel is heated, take frequent readings 

of the inside diameter of the bezel until it has 

expanded to slightly larger than the OD of the 

glass.  

Only then you can safely place your glass 

freely inside the groove. 

  

Classifieds 

 
For Sale:  Dutch Clock Parts. Stoel and 
Staarklok parts available.   
Contact Jerrit Vanderzwan  1 844 252 0177. 
 
 
Buying:  Watches and Clock Collections. 
Large electric master clocks and parts wanted.  
Watchmakers tools.  
Contact: Harold Steurer  905 450 6211  
haroldsteurer@rogers.com 
 

 

 

After the glass is placed inside the groove, I 

transfer this assembly to a cooler spot like 

placing it on a metal flat plate which acts as a 

heat sink to cool the brass. 

 

While cooling takes place, the bezel diameter 

is decreasing to the original diameter and 

simultaneously the groove shape is wrapping 

around the edge of the glass for a perfect fit. 

 

Job done. 

As you can see, this job is not that hard, it just 

requires practice and patience. I want to thank 

you for reading my short workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED: Pequegnat clocks , both large and 

small Beaver,  Regina, #1 Regulator, Moncton 

and Toronto. Also large American weight 

driven regulators and an Eureka clock. 

Contact: John Burke at 416 319 9974 or email 

john.burke@rogers.com 

 
 
Something to add? Contact us at: 
Chapter33toronto@gmail.com  

mailto:haroldsteurer@rogers.com
mailto:haroldsteurer@rogers.com
mailto:john.burke@rogers.com
mailto:john.burke@rogers.com
mailto:Chapter33toronto@gmail.com
mailto:Chapter33toronto@gmail.com
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Member Services 

 

We are often approached by folks looking for 

someone who can help them fix a watch or a 

clock they have.  At Chapter 33, we have a lot 

of talented folks who may be able to help you 

out.  Do you provide a service?  Buy or Sell?  

Drop us a note at 

Chapter33toronto@gmail.com and tell us about 

it.  We’ll feature your ad in the Newsletter as 

well as our club Internet site:  

www.TorontoChapter33.ca  

Service Your Watch or Clock 

 
John Rocha - Cambridge ON   

joaorocha73@yahoo.com  

519-620-3723 

 

Rob Poolman – Hamilton/Grimsby 

robsantiqueclocks@bell.net  905-407-0360 

 

Halmo Jewelers 

Mark & Cheryl Halmo – 

Watchmakers/Gemologists 

140 Queensway E. Simcoe ON N3Y 4Y7 

PH: 519-426-3948   FAX: 519-426-2582 

Mechanical and quartz watch repair with many 

vintage parts in stock. Clock parts including 

Hermle and some cuckoo clock parts. 

www.halmojewellers.com 

 
 

Glass Tablet Restoration/Reproduction 
Dennis Burgin - Oakville ON 

dennis.burgin@sympatico.ca 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Glass Cutting/Bevelled Glass 
Ben Orszulak - Grimsby ON 

ben.orszulak@gmail.com 

 

Roman Dial Restoration/Repainting 
 Dennis Burgin - Oakville ON  

dennis.burgin@sympatico.ca 

 

Gear Cutting and Precision Machining 
Ben Orszulak - Grimsby ON 

ben.orszulak@gmail.com 

 

Clock repair instuction 
Ron Metcalfe - Brampton ON 

rmetcalfe1048@rogers.com  

 905-793-1048 
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